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Purpose and Rationale
At Bushmead Primary School, we understand the importance of leading active, healthy lifestyles and
we believe that cycling to school is an integral part of this. Our local community and environment is
also extremely important to us and cycling to school can make positive contributions towards this in
many ways, including reducing congestion and pollution, easing parking concerns and making our
pupils aware of their local surroundings whilst developing their awareness of the importance of being
safe whilst travelling. We hope that, in the future, we can increase the number of children cycling to
school, leading to more children being active, and have a much more positive influence and effect on
our local area.

Aims
●
●
●
●
●

To promote active and healthy lifestyles through cycling and for cycling to contribute towards
the NHS recommended 60 minutes of exercise per day
To increase active modes of travel being used by pupils and parents of the school in a safe
manner
To develop independence in pupils at Bushmead Primary School, preparing pupils for high
school where many will cycle to school
To help pupils appreciate and understand their local community and the importance of taking
a conscientious and safe approach to travel
To reduce congestion on roads around the school thus positively impacting on traffic, parking,
pedestrians and local residents

Our objectives
●
●

●
●
●
●

●

Actively promote cycling (and walking) as a positive mode of transport, utilising school
communication channels such as the website and social media
For safety to be the key consideration of active travel to school – specific areas close to
school entrances/exits to be designated ‘no-cycle zones’ with the focus being that pupils are
aware that the safety of all children (and adults) is of paramount importance
Provide the necessary parking facilities and monitoring to ensure that the rules of the
parent-child-school agreement are followed
Provide children with the opportunity to attend cycle training to ensure they have the
necessary skills and understanding of safe cycling for them to be able to cycle to school
Allow children to develop the life skill of cycling whereby they learn more about their local
environment and community via their route to school
For cycling to be seen as a positive method of transportation which will benefit the local
community with less congestion, fewer parking difficulties and less damage to the
environment
Use of school Junior Road Safety Officers (JRSOs) to deliver safety messages and findings
from projects to pupils and parents. Particularly concerning considerate parking, congestion
and speed limits around school.
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Procedures
Pupils can only ride to school and park their bikes on the school premises if a ‘Cycling Agreement’
form has been signed by a parent and the pupil, and has been returned to school. (See Appendix 1)
To ensure the safety of all pupils cycling (as well as those using alternative modes of transport), there
are a number of rules that children and parents must agree to follow if they are to cycle to school.
These can be found in the ‘Cycling Agreement’ (Appendix 1) and are listed below:
- The bicycle being ridden to school is in roadworthy condition (tyres with good tread, functioning
brakes, saddle and handlebars correctly adjusted for the height of the rider)
- The bicycle will not be ridden on the pavement by school entrances/exits
- Crossings will be used, where applicable, and bikes dismounted to do so safely
- A lock will be provided by the child/parents or carers to secure the bicycle whilst not in use on the
school grounds
- The bicycle will not be ridden on school grounds in any circumstances

No-cycling Zones
As stated in the above rules, bicycles must not be ridden on pavements by the school entrances/exits.
Cyclists should dismount and walk with their bikes to the designated cycle parking area in school.
Bikes must also not be ridden on the school grounds for the safety of all who enter the school site.
Appendix 2 highlights the no-cycling zones around the school gates to ensure that safety is at the
forefront of our thinking. At these points, children should dismount and walk their bicycles into school,
to the designated parking area. School staff will monitor playgrounds and other areas of the school
grounds to ensure that the ‘Cycling Agreement’ rules are being adhered to. If children are found to be
cycling on the school grounds or have been cycling in no-cycle zones, parents will be contacted.
Failure to then comply may result in permission to cycle to school being withdrawn as per the ‘Cycling
Agreement’.

Parking Areas
Children are able to park their bicycles on the school site as long as they have returned a ‘Cycling
Agreement’. The designated parking area for children to leave their bicycles during the school day is
the bike shed in front of the school office. Children are able to lock their bicycles here but must
provide their own lock and ensure that they keep their key in a safe place.
This area will be monitored to ensure that children are storing their bikes responsibly and that they get
to class in time for registration.
Bushmead Primary School accepts no liability for damage or theft of bicycles. Having a lock greatly
reduces these risks and so we strongly advise that pupils bring in a lock to safely store their bike on
the school grounds.

Helmets
Bushmead Primary School advises that all pupils cycling to school wear a helmet.
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Disclaimer
It is the responsibility of the parents/carers and the child to ensure that bicycles are in a roadworthy
and safe condition and that the child is sufficiently trained and capable of cycling safely to school.
Bushmead Primary School accepts no liability for events that may occur on the way to or from school
or for any damage or theft of bicycles from the school site. Bicycles are left at the owner’s risk and
should always locked with a bike lock.
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Appendix 1
SCHOOL – PUPIL CYCLING AGREEMENT

Student Name: ……………………………………….
Date: ………………….

Class: …………………………

I agree that my child may travel to school by bicycle.
I will ensure that they follow the guidance below and realise that if they fail to follow these
expectations, the permission for them to travel to school by bicycle will be withdrawn.
I will ensure that:
•

The bicycle being ridden to school is in roadworthy condition
- Tyres with good tread
- Functioning brakes
- Saddle and handlebars correctly adjusted for the height of the rider

•
•
•
•

The bicycle will not be ridden on the pavement by school entrances/exits
Crossings will be used, where applicable, and bikes dismounted to do so safely
A lock is provided for my child to secure their bicycle whilst not in use on the school grounds
The bicycle will not be ridden on school grounds in any circumstances.

I also understand that it is parental discretion as to whether my child wears a helmet or not when
riding to school.
* Bushmead Primary School recommends that children wear a helmet when riding to school*
Disclaimer
It is the responsibility of the parents/carers and the child to ensure that bicycles are in a roadworthy
and safe condition and that the child is sufficiently trained and capable of cycling safely to school.
Bushmead Primary School accepts no liability for events that may occur on the way to or from school
or for any damage or theft of bicycles from the school site. Bicycles are left at the owner’s risk and
should always be locked with a bike lock.

Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. (Parent/Carer)

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… (Pupil)

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………… (Senior Leadership
Team)
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Date: ……………………………………………………………………………

Storing bikes during the school day:
* Bikes can be stored in the bike shed in front of the school office (agreement does say that children
should have a bike lock so that they can secure their bike during the school day)
* School staff to monitor parking of bikes at the start of the day and also to monitor children leaving
at the end of the day
* Children storing bikes in the bike shed can lock their bikes to the bicycle stands
* Children will be shown how they can safely lock their bikes once they have completed an
agreement
* The bike shed is away from school playgrounds which means that other pupils will not be able to
access this area during break times. Gates leading to the car park are locked during the day and we
also have the entry system which means anyone entering the school site must speak to the office
staff first. This means access to the bike area is restricted to those within the school, lowering the risk
of theft.
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Appendix 2

No-Cycling Zones
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